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         SALESBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

         

 

Chair:  Cllr M Howells                Clerk: L Lund  

                                                                                                   

Proceedings at a meeting held on 19 May 2025 

Present:  Cllrs M Howells [Chair], Cllr M Wood [Vice Chair],  C Booth,  J Westwell,  T Westwell, Clerk – Lesley Lund and 5 

Residents 

 Agenda items Action 

5/25 Chairman’s Welcome  

Cllr Wood opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

 

6/25 Election of Chair for the next 12 months. 
 
Cllr Wood nominated Cllr Howells and this was seconded by Cllr T Westwell with the 
proviso that she attend the Chairmanship course when available. 
 
A vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed that: 
Cllr Howells be duly elected as Chair of Salesbury Parish Council for the next 12 
months. 
 

 

7/25 Apologies for absence  
 
Borough Cllr Louise Edge 

 

8/25 Election of Vice Chair for the next 12 months 
 
Cllr Wood was nominated by Cllr Howells and this was seconded by Cllr T Westwell .  A 
vote was taken and the result was 4 for and 1 against. 
 
Cllr Wood was duly elected as Vice Chair for the next 12 months 

 

9/25 Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr M Howells items   – lengthsman contract 

 

10/25 Public participation   

The meeting was closed at 7.38pm 
Sykes Barn  Agenda item 12 Planning Applications 
 
The new access was a concern for the following: 
 
Could be used as a cut through 
Who would be responsible for the upkeep 
Would the old access be closed off to prevent a circular route? 
 
Item 25 on the agenda – Re instatement of FP 30 –  
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Matter of concern as the moment people don’t k now where to go – if reinstated 
proper signage is required. 
 

11/25 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 10 March 2025 
The minutes were approved as a true record  
Proposed Cllr Wood and seconded Cllr T Westwell 

 

12/25 The next item was moved forward on the agenda from item 12 

Planning Applications 

 
3/2025/0266  Sykes Barn – proposed conversion of barn and outbuilding to three four 
bedroom dwellings with associated landscaping, parking, garaging and private amenity 
spaces and the creation of a new access lane. 
  
SPC acknowledge that previous applications have been refused and would like to make 
the following comments: 
  
SPC strongly object to this application for the following reasons: 
  
TIER 2 VILLAGE STATUS - Within the RVBC Settlement Policy, Copster Green is desig-
nated as a Tier 2 village  – these are the less sustainable of the 32 defined settlements 
and the Core Strategy states that development will need to meet proven needs or de-
liver regeneration benefits.  This application does not appear to meet those needs. In 
our opinion, the conversion of Sykes Barn, which is still used as a barn by a Tenanted 
Farmer, goes against the development strategy as the Plan defines. A previous plan-
ning application (3/2021/1155) for Pendle View, Lovely Hall Lane, Copster Green to 
convert into a single dwelling and two holiday lets was turned down by RVBC. The de-
cision was upheld by the Planning Inspectorate (APP/T2350/W22/32902), among the 
reasons given were that it was a development within a Tier 2 Village and also encour-
aged car use. And the more recent application 3/2024/0660 which was also refused. 
  
SERVICE AND FACILITIES We would also draw attention to the Service and Facilities 
data within the Policy, insofar that other than the Yu Restaurant, the village doesn’t 
have any facilities. This would mean, other than the weekday hourly bus service (every 
2 hours on Sundays and Bank Holidays), there would be a reliance on personal vehi-
cles. 
  
ACCESS/EGRESS  Within the revised plan, the proposed properties appear to have the 
option to enter and exit their vehicles to/from the A59 by using the existing access. As 
noted by LCC Highways, this exit isn’t able to comply with current Highway Regula-
tions, the reasons given were:- 
  
‘To ensure adequate intervisibility between highway users at the proposed centralised 
access a visibility splays set 2.4 metres back from the near edge of the carriageway and 
extending 201 metres to the along the nearside carriageway edge in both directions 
should be provided as Longsight Road is a 60mph road.’ 
  
‘The visibility splay should be wholly within the land which the applicant controls and/ 
or the adopted highway and nothing shall be erected, retained, planted and / or al-
lowed to grow at or above a height of 0.9 metres above the nearside carriageway level 
which would obstruct the visibility splay of the proposed access.’ 
  
As a result, should the planning application be approved, we strongly argue that the 
proposed new properties do not have the option to use the existing access and that 
the proposed gate next to the PROW gate is sealed permanently. In the revised plan, 
the proposed properties appear to have the option to enter and exit their vehicles 
to/from the A59 by using the existing access. As noted by LCC Highways, this exit isn’t 
able to comply with current Highway Regulations, the reasons given were:- 
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SITE BOUNDARY - The site boundary appears to go through the current garden of No 1 
Sykes Cottages on the opposite side of the their current boundary wall [Existing Site 
Plan.] 
  
HIGHWAY AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CONCERNS – We would further comment 
that  only a narrow pavement exists on a busy road where the national speed limit is in 
force. The A59 only has a pavement on the opposite side of the road to the proposed 
development, for parents with primary aged children wishing to walk to the local pri-
mary school it would involve crossing the A59 with a 60mph speed limit twice on both 
journeys. 
  
SPID SPEED DATA COLLECTION The Parish Council erected a SPID at lighting column 
441  in  September 2024 and is in possession of speed data on this stretch of road 
which is duly attached. 
  
FLOODING  -  There have been instances of the Brook, which forms the boundary to 
the East of the proposed development, breaking its banks and flooding the Barn area. 
This flooding has also included the small field to the North of the proposed develop-
ment where the proposed Soakaway and the Package Treatment Plant are to be lo-
cated. Environmentally. 
  
LOCAL WILDLIFE -whilst probably not directly connected to the Barn, there is concern 
that the development will affect Song Thrush, Curlew, Tawny and Barn Owls along 
with Badgers which are all very active in the area. 
  
DETRIMENTAL TO RURAL BUSINESSES -SPC also feel that this development, if ap-
proved, would  be to the detriment of encouraging rural business rather than residen-
tial developments eroding rural land. 
  
Residents  have also questioned who will be responsible for the upkeep of the 
track/road as it isn’t mentioned in the application should it be agreed? Their concern is 
that they could end up being liable for the upkeep of the proposed track and its turn-
ing points. 
 
 
 

13/25 Reinstatement of FP 30 – this item was moved forward from item 25 on the agenda 

Cllr Howells had contacted Huntroyde Estates who have confirmed agreement in prin-

cipal and wants to discuss with tenant of where the path goes. 

LCC, Public Rights of Way Officer is proposing that LCC put in a duck board where it is 

soggy and put a new stile in, put down more duck board and a stile between that point 

and Sykes Farm. 

 

14/25 Updates from the minutes 
 
Cats Eyes A59 – ex Cllr Schofield forwarded on an email which stated that when dress-
ing works were completed then the cats eyes would be reinstated. 
 
Min 141/24 – Civility and Respect pledge – this is now on the website 
 
Deer Signs – LCC contacted as 2 deer signs have gone up on Hollowhead Lane and 
wondering if they now intend to put any on Lovely Hall Lane – Council would like to 
know the criteria for this type of signage . Clerk to write again and copy the leader of 
LCC into the email 
 
Park Play – the time for this has now passed 
 

infor-
mation 



  

4 | Page 

 
DECISIONS 

 

15/25 Signatories for bank 
Which are at Present: 

Bank Cllrs Wood, Booth, Howells 

 

Decision-  to keep the same for 2025/2026 – unanimously approved 

 

16/25 Membership/representation on other bodies 
 
 LALC – Area Committee – shared 
- Parish Council Liaison – shared  

 
Decision – that these roles are shared in 2025/2026 

 

 

17/25 Accounts for approval 
 

Salesbury Memorial Hall De fib training 22/05/2025 Invoice SMH-2024-308 cheque 

no000595 

Salesbury Memorial Hall £30.00 hire of Hall for the meeting on 19/05/2025 invoice 

SMH-2024-328 cheque no 000596 

Zurich Insurance – premium [from 01/06/2025 – 31/05/2026]   £269.79  cheque  

no000597 

L lund April-June Salary £542.88    - tax £108.40  = £434.48 cheque no000598 

Employer NI £18.88 [HMRC]  - Cllrs please note this extra charge to the Council 

HMRC £127.28  cheque no000599 

Diane Harvey – The Outside Office – Internal Auditor £80.00 Cheque no 000600 

To pay when new cheque book arrives: 

Salesbury Memorial Hall £30.00 x 2 room hire inv SMH-2024-290  26/04/2025 – litter 

pick and surgery and 19/05/2025  

Beckett and Rawcliffe Payroll services inv 13269  £156.00 

Direct Debits 

Hugo Fox 11.99 April – website hosting 

Hugo Fox 11.99 May – website hosting 

Lloyds charges £6.75 Invoice 452308921  from 10/02/2025 – 09/03/2025 
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Lloyds charges £7.75 – INVOICE 454755836  from 10/03/2025 – 09/04/2025 

Approved:  Proposed Cllr Wood   Seconded:  Cllr J Westwell 

18/25 Resident’s Annual Survey –verbal  update from working group and a draft of the pro-
posed survey was given to councillors. Some of the previous questions had been re-
moved and the group asked for any further amendments/additions as soon as possible 
A  draft would then be circulated to councillors for final comment prior to printing. 

Next 

Agenda 

19/25 Newsletter  - hoping to have this out in the Autumn – any articles to Cllr Howells as 
soon as possible . 
Cllr T Westwell will do an article re cycling on the Common 
 

Next 

Agenda 

20/25 Meetings attended by Councillors 
LALC – Cllr Howells – Main topics were Devolution plus a reminder of the LALC Confer-
ence on 7 June which will be held at the Delta Marriott Hotel  Preston  price for mem-
bers £50.00 per delegate. 
PCL – Cllr Wood 

  

 

 

21/25 Review of adopted Policies[see website]  and adoption of proposed new policies –  up-
dated pack of policies to be circulated prior to the meeting. 
Including:  
 
Council’s Code of Conduct - attached 
Updated Standing Orders - attached 
Financial orders -attached 
Grievance Procedures - attached 
Complaints Procedures - attached 
Dealing with Press and Media - website 
Employee Disciplinary Policy 
Records Retention Policy - attached 
Data Protection Privacy Policy - attached 
Anti bullying/harassment Policy – attached 
Receipt of Goods Policy – attached 
Donations Policy – attached 
Transparency Policy – attached 
SPC PROW Guidance Policy – attached 
Recordings of meetings Policy – attached 
Litter Picking Risk Assessment Policy – attached 
Biodiversity Policy – attached 
Equality and Diversity Policy – attached 
Subject Access Request Policy – attached 
Freedom of Information Policy – attached 
Planning Guidance for Cllrs Policy - attached 

 
Cllr Wood recorded thanks to Cllr Howells for producing the policies. 
 
The updated policies could now go onto the website. 
 
Adoption proposed Cllr Howells and seconded by Cllr Wood 
This was unanimously approved by Council 

 

22/25 To Receive and approve Internal Auditor’s Report  [AGAR] 
No issues brought to the Clerk and Council’s attention 
 
This was unanimously approved by the Council 
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23/25 To receive and approve the Governance Statement       
 
This was circulated to all councillors and it was unanimously approved          [AGAR] 

 

24/25 To receive and approve the Annual Accounts Statement       [AGAR] 
 
This was circulated to all councillors and it was unanimously approved 

 

25/25 To approve the Exemption Certificate and authorise the Clerk to send to the auditors 
 
Approval and Authorisation for the Clerk to send the Exemption Certificate to the audi-
tors was unanimously approved.   

 Clerk to 
send off 

26/25 SPIDs – update was given by Cllr Wood the order had  been placed to put them up 
again. No date yet and it was being co-ordinated by The Parish Clerk for Altham. 
 
The traffic flow information from SPID – would it be possible to send this with the ob-
jection to the Planning Application 3/2025/0266 – Sykes Farm. 
 
The update was received and authorisation to the Clerk to send the SPID data with the 
objection to the planning application 3/2025/0266 unanimously approved. 

Next 
agenda 

27/25 Lengthsman Contract – current contract finishes on 31 May 2025.Does the Council 
wish to extend the contract to 31 May 2026.- if yes set budget – Declaration of interest 
made by Cllr Howells who took no part in the decisions on this matter, 
 
Decision The Council unanimously agreed: 
 
To continue with a lengthsman 
To continue with Phil Bell as the lengthsman 
To maintain a budget of £500.00 maximum – however should there be any emergency 
works required then this to go back to Council 
 
Clerk to email Mr Bell 
 
 

 

28/25 To receive Lengthsman’s report on  any works completed and outstanding since the 
last meeting. 
 
The report highlighted tasks carried out clearance and maintenance of culvert entraces 
to reduce risk of flooding – Lovely Hall Lane 
Strimming of overgrowth along concessionary paths Lovely Hall Lane and Hazel Moor 
Hedge/Tree trimming Copster Green and A59 by the chevrons 
Assistance with the construction of bat/bird boxes and installation – biodiversity grant 
Jobs at no cost – erection, emergency repairs and removal of Christmas trees, assis-
tance with delivery and placement of the boulders at Haxel Moor. 
 
Full report will be in the Council Newsletter. 
 
Council received the report with thanks to the lengthsman 

 

29/25 Cllr Surgery – agreement by Council for if and when the next surgery will be held. 
 
No one came to the last surgery – costs are £30.00 for room hire and refreshments. 
A question will be included on the annual survey and see the response received. 

 

30/25 Discussion re common land near to Ashes Farm  being used as a bike track – Cllr How-
ells  emailed the solicitor at RVBC – the reply said that the Council’s Countryside Of-
ficer would be putting up ‘No Cycling’ signs. 
 
Although would agree to follow RVBC’s decision Cllr Booth was disappointed with the 
response. 
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31/25 

 

Suggestions for use of the Biodiversity Grant from LCC see report ie sympathetic man-
agement of the land, Hedgehog  Bat and Owl houses 
 
There was also a group trying to re populate Elms – it may be a suggestion to replace 
the felled Ashes with Elms? 
  
Unanimously approved  to  have a working group of all counciillors to spend the Biodi-
versity Grant monies . 

Working 
group of all 
Cllrs 
formed 

32/25 VE Day [80th Anniversary Grant] RVBC –£500 to each parish to celebrate/commemo-
rate this available.   
 
A suggestion had been made to refurbish the noticeboards or/and get another one at 
the Church [ jointly with Clayton le Dale ] and this grant  could be used for that 
 
Cllr T Westwell would look at costs    
 
Clerk to contact the Clayton Le Dale clerk and put the suggestion forward. 

Clerk to 
contact C-
L-D Parish 
Council 

33/25 Consultation via RVBC in respect of North East Blackburn Masterplan Consultation 
which runs from 12 May – Monday 9 June 2025 – deadline for comments 9 June 2025 
5pm 
 
SPC – No comments but could go on website and noticeboards 

 

34/25 De-fib Session update 
 
The session on 22 May was full and with a waiting list 

Next 
Agenda 

35/25 Book Swap – progress update 
 
Cllr J Westwell gave a verbal update.  The name has been suggested as  ‘Book Nook ’ 
and it was further suggested that a little plaque with the name on be put on it. The 
decoration would be stickers on the glass as it was found quite difficult to use paint on 
it 
 
Council agreed in principle. 

Next 
Agenda 

36/25 Lovely Hall Lane crossing – deferred to September meeting. 
 

September 
meeting 

37/25 Mail Chimp – database – discussion should the Council use it? 
 
Cllr Booth said that there would be no cost to the Council and it would keep people in-
formed if they wish it.  
There was a concern re potential GDPR issues as there were lots of regulations re stor-
age of data – there would be a need to check this out as a first step. 
 
There could also be a question added to the annual survey to gauge interest. 

Next 
Agenda 

38/25 Devolution – deferred to September Agenda Next 
agenda 

39/25 Rural Support Network 
 
Cllr Wood asked Council if they wished to subscribe to this? 
 
The Council decision was no to keep with the free one only at the moment. 

 

40/25 Next meetings – 
22 September 2025 Ordinary meeting 
24 November 2025 Ordinary Meeting 
23 February  2026 Ordinary Meeting 

Infor-
mation 
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